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Some case historioy of disaffection among 
Uhinese Communtits trusted abroad and 


CHINESE DEFECTIONS OVERSEAS 


"RP the number of Cinco Caksuniay Wlidned ebcoadl a sent 
out on toons with delegations inereases, the portiility of walk-ins 
and the opportunities to stimulate defectiims increase accordingly. Th 
na effort to give some definition to the charucteristics of such possbili- 
Hes, the score or ga of defections that were attempted or flected by 
Chinese personnel io the foreign environment up through mid1904 
have been studied. Tt has been posslile to draw a few generalizations: 
about motivation, detexents, and proodur, centering on the Chi- 
nese sense of mutual obligation between protecting authority: and 

AA halk dozen of the most instructive cases are presented io capsule 
below, Names have been changed where siecewary to protect sensi- 
tive information, 


Prastrated. Penstration Agent 


In Jupancseoccupked Manchurla Tao Keng-nung was a college 
student. His father was a secret Kuomintang agent working agulust 
the occupier, Lao came of age and graduated about the time of 
the Japanese surrender, and the ruthless arrogance: of the conquering 
Russian troops disgusted bioy it was the Kuomintang, the Chinese 
government, that really deserved the qredit for driving the Japanese 
tut. Butwhen Mao 'Tee-ting’s troops followed not long after, ha-was 
much impressed by thelr considecate treatment of the people, even 
helpfulness, He was also pleased with the Communist lind reform 
racasures and Mao's program in peneral, end so, without objection 
from his father, he went to work fer the Party. 

__, fs 1843, when all mainland China became the Chinese Peapti's 
Repuliic in alliance with the Soviet Union, end anthRusslan elements 
were being suppressed, Lao indisormetly spoke up jn defense of « 
Russha-hater who was being porged from the Party. He pointed 
out how the Russians lad dismantled Manchurien industrial plants 
and carted them off. The apehat was that ie bad to engage in self 
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"*. puhcion to Talwan. He balked. Se cvuld not be sates Slot of pe 
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exiticisy and write a confession, Yet bis misconduct was handled 
with such seeming earnestness and logic that the incident left no bad 
taste in is mouth, Nor io the Party's: his confession was acozpted 
and bis status cdeared of any cloud. He morried a Party member 
at about this time. 

Lea's particular en was the United Froot Work D 
ment, Priel thr USWE nol itu tn sedeaske © decptons 
on Taiwan knew him by sight and knew he was's Es ee 
sccuer oc later someon’ would recogulee hina It took strong and 
lengthy argument, but be nally convinced his superiow that he 
should be sent ts Hong Kong intend, He took his wile along, 

Tn Hong Kong he bad a case oflcer named Wel, who tranmnitied 
UPWD instructions and bis reports end passed him a small salary 
fis sapplecinid weak fe ind cave tae: Covee ole Bek cpecaliocaly 
hie wos left prothy mmch to bls ows devices, His talssion was to. 
penetrate the Chinese Thind Force group there which opposed, both 
the Communists and the Nationalists, Alter mth difficulty he landed 
& job as reporter for » Third Force newspaper, He war tp write 

sonusking Communist dovbledesling and showing how nath- 
fos ths Pasty wots ‘The trouble was, Wel refused him permission 
to write about Party secrets, even when they were well known ont- 
aide, and wouldn't approve articles that put the Party in « tog wo 
favorable light. His colorless copy was therefore musly socepted, 
and ke made no progress toward getting fuside the Thind Force, This 
lack of sccotplishient in lis mission, ia turn, made the UFWD mors 
wed more dissatisfied with him, 

Ecrly in 1853 Wei told. hin bluntly that if his work didi’ improve 
he would be recalled to China to explain bis failures. Alteraatively 
he could go to Talwan 2s originally scheduled, Frustrated and re- 
senttul, Lae now began to quésticn privately the deceney of a Party 
that would josist on the dungerout mission to ‘Saiwan, impoce in 
posible conditiogs and then punizh for failure, encourage mutual 
distrust among people, and threw « man out whea it had got all the 
use dt could out of bi. Undoubtedly Mao was the greatest levder 
Ching bad had in modem Himes; but the apperates, expecially in its 
international aspect, was tou rigid, dogmatic, and intolorant, too much, 
airaid of eriticiom. More particularly, it disegarded its obligations 
to thase who served it Teyally. 
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To Jone ond July Loo had several Af arguments with Wel 
Taiwan, be war told, was still open to him, but bis wellness here 
in Hong Kong wes zero, and his Party salary would accordingly be 
that from new oo. This was the crunch For the frst thae he dis- 
cussed the situation with his wits. They could go on to ‘Tdwas and 
tum themselves in as soon ax they got there, But they really had 
no sympathy with the Kueminteng, did not trust i, and Further were 
vy ¢ Jit ooalident Talwar would hold gut against the Communists. Choy 
” could ask aryl of the Crown Colony authorities; but the British 
were friendly enough with the People’s Republic thet that might nat be 
sefe, Momover, the long wim of violent: Comorunkt fustics might 
reach thei if they deverted aad stayed in Hong Kang. 

The third courte lay to the US. consulate, and they took It ‘The © 
United States waa sting enough to protect them from any enemy. 
2 18 ry tee bison ry er br letter a consulatein Chinese, 
his’ (ga. age being a bit of Japancso—saying that he 
it been doing gruene ee for the Party bat ne eee inl 
in t and wanted to work apalzat it he had dnaportant information for 
the Americans, He particularly stressed bis wanting to work against 
the Communists and the importance of the infarmation be had. He 
assumed, that be would be valuchle enough ta 0.5, eyes ta be offered. 
sanctuary; and he was right, : 

Premeditated Abduction 

Chung Jenslung was = member of the Youth League and 2 student 
at Peking’s Institute of Intemational Relations, He wasn't particu- 
lorly fond of political science; he'd have preferred. medicine, and he 
vather resented the exbitrary way the Communists had made the 
choice foe kica In fact, although he wasn’t foolish enough te Tet an 
to anybody, he resented Communist authoritarizaten generally, and 
hee had fallen into the habit of tenn to believe the apposite of 
what they told people to belleye. 

Take America, which they petuted so black, A cousin of his bad 
Yeamed 2 lot about it when he worked for an Ameriean ald mission, 
wad be hed talked of it as a prosperous, generous lend where anyone 
with ability could find fillfflment, He kdsaself bad seen somethlog 
of American generosity in the rehabilitation of Manchuria, alter the 
‘Piusisn plunderiag, Thst was before the Communists same in and 
swallowed up his family’s money in the new China's universal egali- 
tatian poverty, And now at the Institute he was able to read trans 
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lations From the Amerinan and Europesn press; the bad canitalists, 
he observed, told you what wes so, while the righteous Communist: 
tald you what they thought was good for you te think, 

At the end of 1958, when he wos graduating from the Institute 
and preparing for a study tow in Southeast Asta—to polish up his 
Tonguage shills—he came seross ¢ London Timex story about the young 
Sapipe bho vip gehohes Fur Fu, it seemed, In Warsaw 
sion of the Hungarian uprising. Later someone had tattled oa him 
and he was ordered hase, What “labor reforns” might do to a planist’s 
hands! Ells escape seamed co simple. That's for me, thought Chung, 
but America, net England. 

\ The Gest chance war et the Hong Reg stop on route to bis South 
cact Asian post. But Chung had the dnpression. that only embassies, 
not consulates, egald grant polities! asyhen, ant be didn’: want to 
vouke any false breaks. Ewen when he reached his post he spent 
a week getting the lay of the land and writing op a bitter denuncia- 
+ God of the Communists with which ta sell himself to the Americans, 
‘then one day when everyone else was leaving the Chinese hostel 
to go to work at the embassy, he bepyed off, saying he had to finish 
up some homework first, As soon as they were out of sight he walked 
a few blocks away and took 2 pedicab to a comer sear the U.S, 


Clung bad no dowbt that the Amerfeans would ba happy to re- 
ceive him, but he was consclous of violating Is obligation to bis 
family, They would susely bo made to sulfer in one way or ancther 
ee eee He had bpaaad yaerpaes 
teawe his paper and personal effects spread ont as though be had been 
kidnapped wile in the midst of work At the U.S. embassy he 
begged that bis whereabouts be concealed, and he steadfastly rehised, 
to he used in, any propagands play, He even denied knowing low 
to reaok a brother of tds fo the Chinese alr foros, : 
Coltred Misfit 


Tung Chi+ring’s family, in Shinghal, though mentally well eo. 
dowed, was on ushappy one. ‘The dither was a niggardiy and callous 
tian whe pot what he could out of his wife and children and sub- 
ocdinates without dolug enytldeg for them im retum, He suffered 
financially when the Communists took over, but as the children grew 
up they fared quite well, though they had no interest in the new 
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ideology, “Two brothers got good fobs in factories in the area. One 
aister became @ college teacher wad merticd 2 physicist, ‘The other 
married & Foreign Trade officer; she wes the only one to join the 
Youth League. Tung's idead for Rimself was the cultivated intellee 
tual, and he polnted bis schooling to this end. 

To. 1557, in the course of » rectiicntion campaign, several of Tung’s 
middle school teachers were sontenoed to labor reform, and he felt 


keenly the injustice and ghs degradation of jt.g."Then came the futility 
and Hae ree Great Leip’ Phe himself was put 


‘Fe 
to work at w beckyard sto! foros, The Communlste wore like his 
father, driving you kod. then aot ting care of you. Bat he did like 
school, Hy fad « particular interest fa the ways of the outside 
‘world; he was farclnoted 40 learn that fhe French National Assembly * 







‘could reject the EDC treaty after the French government bad signed 


it, and he stood wt the top of his class in Russian studios, 

ia dep ank ty pn er reper exami = alons for 
the Shanghai Foreign Language Institute, possed with Bying solors, 
aod put to studying French, Here he hod ctesckes, born in Eagland 
of « French mother nod Chinese father, whom ba greatly adinfred fax 
ee and ak pi ak pane {lke in auch i 
to the grinding poverty all cround. expecially starting wi 
the bleak wister of 1001). She bad once ari pak ba jet for 
asioclating with « foreiga m dther bit of crude oppres- 
ston by those that represanted the unfocling masex Then there 
were those endless indoctrination sessions of the Party's that took time 
away trom higher learning, He got himself branded a “backward 
element” for disdaining political study and Youth Lengua membership. 

Be emerged from the Institute in September 1966 ac a Preach 
expert and. was put oo the stalf of the Commission for Cultural Rela- 
tous with Forelge Countries, More disillusionment. He did once 
get to interpret for Guinean President Sthou Touré, but that was tie 
ase bright spot in day after day of mental drudgery, making travel 
arringecents for visiting delegations and submitting routine rey 
and morcover getting eritictted for helag lute with these, Was it 
for this he bid sharpened, his wit aud enriched bis mind in the bright 
wold of French erature? 

Be decided to make an cocaps whim he could. There wore some 
jobs in China that would otfer « satisfying We and. work, but these 
were all held by old Party hands; ne chanes for 2 young man, espe 
cially without Pasty pull. Nor was he interested in Chiang Kulshek’s 


Eo aaa : 23 








aoa Chinese Oefectians 


regime, with its cartuption end nepotiom. No, he would go West, 
where fis ability would be rewarded, He didn’t let his family in 
on thiy decision; he wo longer felt close to them, But he wanted 
to show the people be most cespooted that he was not going to 
succumb to fawtration here, and be told his old Freoch teacher and 
sovacel of his classmates. They kept his secret, 

His chance came the following spring, May LAM, whea he was 

seit ag ussistant cultured atiaciid-to Burundi with the Battering ex-. 
- gianation that the need for Frenchepesking representatives war so 
apute thet they just had te use him i spite of his being only 24 yours 
old, dnexperiemced, and politically backward. He would have left 
the plane the Best thoe it stopped at a city that had an American 
embassy if he had known any English; he'd better wait until he got 
to the Eooner Belgian trust territory, Is Bujumbura he spent one 
night at the Chinese embassy, then next moming after breskfast 
disappeared, 
Back to Amertos 

When Wu Nat-chi was four years old his father, an army offices, 
was Killed, and he was brought up by « rather too indulgent athe, 
The family wax now quite poor, but it enjoyed the protection of the 
father’s former commanding alfieer, # warlord in Yannan, A year or 
so after the Japanese were defeated, when Wo was in his early 
twentics and ambitious te become a doctor, this patron sent hi to 
the United States for schooling. x 

He eorlled in pre-med courses but didn’t buckle down to them, 
Bi& fellow Chinese students wore mther ashamed of him, Hic 
gambled a great deal, was forever in debt and trying to bomwow more 
moogy, He had git trouble more serlous than normal; gnoe the 
Chinesc embassy had to antange an outolcourt settlement for hin, 
No medical school would acoept him. A fdend introduced bin to 
Corio be began to read Communist literature and grew 
progressively more leftist, Finally, in 1051, another frlend peuaded 
or to China snd “devote Idnwell to the socialist vevo- 

Hone 

Ta China he was given « sismonth indoctrination course ind thea 
assigned an English insteuctorstdg in the Institute of Foreign Lane 
guages, He became a probationary member of the Party and manied 
& Party gir, Faced with the realities of Communiim in practics, 
he never wavered in his bellef Ja it, He remataed convincod that 
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soclalion was the best system fot « backward country le Chine; the 
Chinese needed a paternalistic, authoritarian regime, An overwhelar- 
ing majority of them supperted this one. it was doing wonders in 
health and education: ft hed Hberated ‘Tybet, He oly regretted its 
ant-Amerlcanism, bocausa otherwise Ching might qualify for Amert. 
ran aid, ax some othe: Communlst countrics had. 
_ Ta the summer of 1058 his tara came for the intellectuals’ tour of duty 
at manual labor, He bad to work for & yeartii'a collective fasm, then - 
three months wt « bac steel furnace, “This he approved too, and 
he tock pleasure in being commended publicly for his performance 
ou the Takor tour, When it war over, in Getoher 1959, he was sent 
to the Middle East to hold Chinese nguage classes for Arab stu 
dents. Hoe had to leave bis wife behind with tho children, but this 
did not bother bin much A rift hed grown between them. She 
was such « militant Communist that she had told the Party her Inshand 
had nm unprogressive attitude, 

And it was tue. Although Wu retained his Bros faith in the 





. Party's program for China, he personally had by now had wbout all 


he could take of ft He way fed up with having absclutely no fren 
dom of idem, expression, or action, Even the Arabs were better 
aff. Ho couldn't stand the thought of another session, of self-criticism 
at which everyone was passed around “the some old. piece of gum 
to chew bee wach ty. burn Li it at absolutely dellcious.” {At one 
session hie hed ploked wrong gitee of guny praising Khoi 
shehev's program of ea ar saleune end disarmament, he was 
fomped om for his backward thinking and thereby feorued thet all 
was pot well with the Sinc-Soviet alllande.} He recalled the laissez- 
falre intellectual atmosphere in Americg, His spent more and more 
Hone Ustening to the Voice of America and BBC {which the Party 
approved for the sake of keeplag up his English} and reading English 
tis magazines (which it did not), He espectully Nked a BBC pro- 
gram that compared what Coannunlsts sald with what they did, 
After much debate with himself, particularly on the point of dosert- 
ing his family, Wu decided in the spring off 1900 ty give up rod have: 
another try at life in America, He wes sure he oould hold up his 
ead af the deal this time, At S7 he was still young enough to start 
anew, and be had the advantages of knowing English end of his pre- 
vious experience. He decided to wait until the end of the school 
term. That would neatly round eut his responsibilities tx bis Arabs 
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students; nioreover, the lump-sum check for bis services he would 
get then might come in handy. 

Like most Chinese would-be defectors almead overtly or under 
official cover, Wu had some purely tactical obstacles to overcome 
in order to cany the act of. For ont thing, it required some sur 
reptitions research just to find out where tha U.S, embassy wis, - 
though this was not a serious problem if you had plenty of times, ss 
ome was ewer left by himself ia this dangerous fatelpa world; Wi 
was always accompanied to and from schobl by another Instructor 
named Hsieh, He did get away long enough to telephone the U3. 
embassy that he had information to offer and would like to set up a 


endezvous with an Americatis a car; he was told he would have 


to come te the embassy. This he managed by asynchronizing haircuts. 

Oa the last day of school he tock there with htm, packed in his 
briefcase, his toothbrush and shaving kit end a change of underwear. 
On the way home, alter picking up thelr checks, he and Hsieh stopped 
wt the bask gnd cashed them. Then be said he had to have @ haircut 
and suggested that Hsieh, who had just had one, could while away 
the thas in the bookstore here while he went araund the comer to the 
barber shop. When Hsich agreed and went into the bookstiwe, Wu 
took w taxi to the U.S. embassy, The Arab guard stopped him at the 
door, but he died that ha wir Japanese and was Jet through. He ex- 
plained his situation to an embassy officer and asked if he could stay 
in the building overnight and be down to the United States the next 
day “ain a Pan-American Right.” 

Then the blow, ‘They could not postbly give him asyhen on the 
spur of the moment like this; such a decision would have to be made 
in Washington, and even If favoruble tt would take several days at 
best. Stunned, be raced back to the bookstore, Hsich wes gone; 
it had been almost two hours, So back to the Chinese embusry, 
devising on the way a story of how he liad gone from one barber shop 
to another trying to find one without a crowd of people waitisg for 
hairouts, He was desperte enough to be convincing, and it worked. 

Realizing new that defecting was more couplicated than be had 
thought, Wa resolved to lay some preliminary groundwork next time. 
‘The following spring he learned he was being sent homie Uiat summer 
for Ieave and reindoctriation, Supposing that be would travel via 
Hong Kong, be tried to make contact with the British, first talking to 
an Englishman fo charge of & local Wbrocy thet was not off outs for 
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him and Hsieh, This man didn’t want to get invelved in political 
intrigue; he suggested the British embassy, Wu was still toying to 
got away long eoough to follow this wp when he learned that he was 
routed through Atheas ou a northerly fight instead of Hong Koop 
after all, 

Wu and the steadfast Heich exnplaned, June 180, under ax injeno- 
tion to stay aleand doting the Athens stop, But the day was hot, 


even. on the Aegean, and it scemed sénsiblestojgo irito the ternninal + 
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ulidiug for a cool drink, Once huides, Wo used ths pretest of 
visit {o the rest roum to get out of sight, and then he just kept on 
going, As (he plane's departure wits announend, Hsieh made a frantic 
search for him, but wt the last niinute he gave up and boarded the 
fight taking him home to fare the music, 4 * 


Persistent Juggler 


Yang Shae-beag was bora, in 1007, into an aerobatic troupe where 
ne eer a relative or mi in-law, e the old ome evaluate wene 
a free-wheeling lot living hand to mouth, and they dido’t change nich 
when the Communists took over. “They were poor enough to be 
good. proletariaas, but they were too gypsylit and wild. Yang's 
tremupe was given some indoctrination, and a brotherindaw of his 
who took it more seriously than most of them was made security 


officer on their travels, But by Communist standards discipline was . - 


ptetty Iooze, 

Yang became a Juggler, “The juggler section was beaded by another 
brotherdnlaw, and Yang found hinself more wid more irked by these 
two, the bess who threw Hs weight apound. on the fob and the seon- 
vity officer whe poked his nose into what you were dolng olf of it 
He caught some glimpses of a freer life; in Hong Kong the movies 
swore for fun, net whout how to “iuild socialism,” and people really 
lived, In 3959 they had & tour arqund Latin America, and this was 
an eveopener, He began to think about jumping the traces. ‘The 
togble would be cerning « Living, kuewing only Ciinese and how 
to foggle. ‘Well, the Chinese would like jugeling on Tadwaa. 

fa the spring of 1963 the cultural exchange program pave the tips 
a trip to the Sudan, On the first day in Khartoum they hed w guided 
tour of the city, and among the places painted out was a Sudancse 
“Refoges Aid Headquarters.” That did it, In the wee hours of the 
next moruing Yang sneaked out of the hotel and walked to the Head- 
quarters, He managed to get sores: to a guard on duty there that 
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he wanted asylum, and the guard made him understand that he would 
hove to come during office hour, Dizappainted, he tried to mesk 
Ibsek inte. the hotel just before daybreak, but the security brotherin- 
law was awake, 

He was bawled out: he had been expressly wamed not to get in 
volved with women here, and the first thing be did was stay out all 
night] He would heve to have « watch sct on him. And watched 
he was; no chance for a ddjtine search foe cefuge, But hy-the next . 
evening they had relaxed enauph so be could get away shocthy alter 
midnight. By chance or deliberately, people were working at the 
Hesdquarters, but the only Chinese interpreter available knew nothing 
but Fulienese and no churecters, He didn't do any better than the 
goard hid on the Bret trip, but he did new « proper Chinese linguist 
whe could be there the following evendag, It was conveyed ta Yad 
that he should came again at 10 pan. the next day, 

Back at the hotel things veally popped this time, Within 48 hours 
Yeug was to have ready « full confession ghout bis insubordination 

~ and a program for disciplining himself in the foture; in the meantime 
he would be under contiiveus surveillance, even while ix tha bath 
room, Yet that very evening, while the whole troupe was getting 
ready to go om stage for an 8:30 periiemanos, be succesded in ship- 
ping out & back door and keeping his appointment. The third time 
was a charm, 
Security Officer 

Chao Fu was bor in Manchuria to a. family that for genetations 
had been poor peasants, He was only about ten when the Russians 
drove out the Japanese and brought in the Communist; Chisng 
Kabshek and the Nationalists mewat pothing to him. At seventeen, 
with his peasant background and having shown in two years of middle 
school that he was quite bight, be was selected for special training, 
He was sent to military school, made « full member of the Party, and 
rotated through various positions fs the public security administration, 
Be married the girl his mother hed selented for bin in the traditional 
way; lie found her an adequate wife. in L060, bventydive years old, 
he was put through » one-semester course at the Advanced, Civil 
Police Qadre School in Peking and then sent to Stockholm ax security 
aficer for the embassy. He had to lexve his wile and baby at Lome, 

it was something of a shock for him to find that Sweden was nat 
rally @ country of poor slaves mercilessly driven to support the dis- 
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solute idleness of rich capitalists, And in addition to the workers 
prosperity, he also observed with envy the freedom which the Swedes, 
at well es the foreigners in other embassios, had to come and go es 
they pleased, make friends outside their own elrcle, and generally 


. cheose their gwa way of fe. TE life had been regimented back home, 


it was mutch worse bere in the embassy: no sockal mingling outside, 
no femile oompantenship, and wathing to do du your spare. tie but 
play, ping-pimg, watchs movis onpe a weeksor go eal Hire pienic 
when the weather wis sight. 

Awl back home things seemed to be getting worse all the dime. 
Just before he left, a equstn who worked in wn nuto factory hid told 
him it badn’t prodused any trucker for 9 year except a few thine _ 
together for Cuba witch he doubted would rum; now he beard that 
the cousla had been eid ‘off for lack af work and sent back to fom- 
fog, Ty 1061 the ensbary cashior had a few months’ leave it Ching, 
Wher he came back be had Inst 20 pounds, and when someone com 
plained about the portions of meat served at dinner be bitterly polnted 
wut that It China anything contelaing a piece of maeat the size of your 
Rugertip is called @ meat dish, In 1008 the embany cook got « letter 
from home with such « distressing description of hunger and want 
that he eried as he read it sloud to the others. 

Chao frequently lay awake at night comparing life as he koew It 
tn Ching with what he could see around him in Sweden. The Com © 
mundste had let China down; they had failed, ‘Che pease didn't just 
Jook greeter on this side of the fence; it was incomparably greener. 
He had heard that not long before he pot to Stockholm the enthasy 
administrative officer had shuply disapeared, They suspected a 
defection, but since no news of bint cite froin the Wost or anywhere, 
they didn't even have to acknowledge he was ndesing, just took bis 
name aff the diplomatic list the next year, That way he didn’t dis- 
grace his family back home and cause them, to suffer, either. 

Chao had been thinking searetly along these lines for several months 
when, in July 1062, he heard that the embassy way getting a personnel 
eut in the course of an economy drive, His own security officer posi 
Hon was vulnerable; tt wasn't a fulltime job, and ke was assigned ail 
sorte of Jeg work and erand-running to round it out, The prospect 
of belog dumped and sent back home decided him. But he coulda’ 
really just disappear: he would nod legal status, concealment, some 
way te-earn a living, ‘There wasn't any reason why the neutral Swedes 
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should pive him thee, He would seck the protection of the Com- 
qvutiists' anch-enemfes, the Americans. 

We had loag since dicsavered, in the course of outside errands, 
where the American embassy was, and one day be had a chanse te po 
by it, He wentin. Ablis, oo one there could speak Chinese. Casting 
So ee eee A few 
days later, when be was, ta be sunoling an ecrand on the 
other side OF atin, be’ be niet him at the‘tudivasd station”. This man 
advised him te get out of Sweden, 

As luck would heve it, a pacty front the Chinese embassy war meet. 
fog w trait at the thot and saw this encounter, and reported i. Chan 
tricd to explain tt away but was not conviicing, He was confined, 
to bis room. After everyone war asleep that night, be managed to 
lip out, taking a pistol and the keys toan entbassy car, He drove out 
inte the coualeyside, He stopped at Rambmises, bying to ettablish 
that be was suffering from: amnesia alter a car xocident, A women 
gave bin a cup of cafes, 
* Finally be took o train to Denmark, and from there be walked and 
hitchidked. until be reached the Amerteans fn, Gormany. ‘The Chinese 

embassy had meanwhile notified the Swedish pollos he was missing, 
saying he'd hurt his head in an mccident and disappeared, So he 
wrote @ letter to Ids wife back home in Chinw, telling her that he bad 
ean over a roan end killed blm and bad thereiice gone inte hiding to 
bar acai Row be wes confident the family would not 





Those Laft Behind 


Aiea ds esp aman euasddedanee weal 

world, keeping them quiet if they can and otherwise u charging 
abduction, within the delegations and installations where they have 
ee ee re 

to explain hin they could bappen and secking ways to puted against 
thom in the Future. The case histories, moreover, are poond at in- 
dectrination sessions fa other installations az object lessons From which 
te take warning, The Kinds of explauations and remedice offered at 
these meetings and in less formal discussions ameng the comrades are 
silky dashuentive, 

Recently a imewiber of a Chinese delegation abrosd, 9 man we shall 
eall Chen, tried to break away from the delegation and get to the 
WS. 5 failed, and was immediately sent back to China. ‘The 
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rest of the delegation were then moved from their hotel inte the 
Chinese embassy, and there they held several group mwetings, A 
later defector hay reported what went on at some of these meetings. 
the delegates were. anxious lest Chen's action be held against the 
rest of them and prevent them from going abroad again. They wok 
comfort in the ambassador's report om the incident, which tried to 
absolve them of secious blame, 
ees properly watched, he disaffection could have revesled itself 
and the attempted defection heen prevented, ‘They stressed the need 
to tighten the bond between the delegation leaders wad other mem- 
bors; proper leaderchip would heave prevented Chen from straying 
about and being contaminated by outside influences. Yet everyone, 
wot just the leadership, was at fad to some extent Chen was not 
‘basteally bad; be bad bees cotrapped by evil influences. No one bad 
stopped him when he visited prostitutes fa several countries, and these 
women had, been agents of the dity and unscrupulous U5, imperial 
ists, who will de anything to echleve their aims, Que of the delegs~ 
tion leaders, it wes reported, summed up the sentiments of the group 
something Uke this: 

“In order to get us, the encayy uses aff means, If someones, par- 
ticuladly a young comeade, has « weakness or unhealthy thoughts, 
be can fall inte the enemy's trap: Chen's conduct was not generated 
ia one. day, and backward thinking is not spontaneaus or accidental, 
He had this dangerous frame of mind some time before it conve into 
the open and must have reverled somehaw to Intinate friends some 
sign of his intended action, We wend lacking in political knowledge 
and wlettocss not to have seen such dans, Everybody is responsible 
in part for what happened,” 

‘Tha members of the diplamatts installation, sccovding to our de- 
fector, abso analyzed wong themselves this case and others of poten 
tial, abortive, ae succesful defection——among then Chao fue and 
the earlier one frou the embassy in Swedes, a “high-level cade” in 
‘Guba, on Chang Chieg-ya who in 1959 hed defected in Bombay and 
acdefected the next morning, cur juggler Yang Shac-heng, pianist 
Fu Tamg who hed ded to England, a chauieur in Zoghind who 
visited houses of prostitution on the way back rom the alpoct but 
was caught atitin time. Speakers painted out by hindsight the s] 
of potential defection which closer watching would bave revealed. 
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‘The if consequences for the defector were also stressed, on the re- 
defector Chang Chiensu along these lines: 

“Chang wouldn't have come back if they had promised to let hin 
settle dewn in America. Instead, they told bim he would fit be 
sent to America to have some training and get married to a beautiful 
American wootvan, and then sent back to Asis to do intelligente work, 
fae the Chinese again, He: pondered over bit pitts 
future aid made-up bis mind.” 

In @ similar vein of Chao Fu: “He will regret doing that, Of courte 
he will, After they have pumped all the information ovt of him, be 
will be kicked out and his sorrow will begin, T bnagine he was told 


“The poor leligg seas Seana to death: ty leary, that he would have ta 


atid is. 





that he will get some training ‘ia America umd then be sent back to . | 


Asta, to work for them.” Of juggler Yang Shao-heng it was said that 
the imperialists had exploited him for propaganda purposes and then 
pawned him off on the Kuomintang on ‘Taiwan and forgotten about 
Hint, 

Much discussion was devoted to the danger of Kuomioteng or bn- 
porialist agents, expecially worn. Chen had been sen in unauthos. 
ized convertation with « “tall foreigner” before his attempt. The US, 


_ embassy had Chinese-speaking oflctals who were especially engeged 


in this sort of thing. Chao Ho's predecessor in defection in Sw 
had been contacted by a “heautifill woman” A member of this 
embassy had recently been approached ‘by an English woman on the 
street and asked about his job. Another told about an Ialian woman 
who had favited colleague of bis to her room she wanted money, 
In Switzerland women followed you arqund wherever you went, said 
nother, An American woman in a very scanty bathing suit had 
flirted with another at « swimming pool For that reason yet another 
never went to the swimming pool with fewer than two companions. 

A defector from another Chinese diplomatic mission has reported 
how the principal officers discussed the defection of one Chu Heng- 
pun, secretary of @ mission in West Europe, to the USS. ‘The chief 
was deeply concerned in particular over the question of the responsi- 
bility of a chief of mission for defections, considered as a failure in 
leadership. After speculating abont what might have gone wrong 
and comparing the ease with six or eight previous defections in vari- 
ous countries, he fumed te the question of prevention aod began to 
go through the Tit of his own stalk: ; 
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“Counselor A doemt like to go out by hinselii Cosrade B hes 
soquired = very pretty wife, which should eliminate the possibility 
fer him. But ebout Comrade ( there is sumething that notndy 
knows, As for 1, if she goes back to Cling she should not be allowed 
to travel by herself; nobody questions her loyalty, but we have to 
take precautions for her safety, Theo there are three blue-collar 
wotkers we will have toowateh, slong with E. Aad F and © have 
< & guten oficial business, and veryzoltes they slo,pot have. anyone, 

“Another bad thing is that when « chauffeur taker someone some- 
place, very often he comes back by bimsdlf and is completely aut of 
control. Tn. a country like this there are ssany material attractions, 
and we at the head will just have to set ¢ good example, It is my" 
responsibility, of course, to check oa people's thoughts and political 
wonsciousmss, but how are you going to do it, ‘The man who hat 
wrong thoughts will be the very one to hide them and cover up.” 

“fn segard ta Chu, the responsibility was similarly Inid Inegely upon 
the leadership of his mission. Chu hed probably had correct ideologi- 
cal views at the time of Is assignment abroad, It was said, because 
his political reliability would have been ee be 
fore be was allowed toJeave China. His deviation then began abroad 
and grew gradually over the years until he fnally became « traitor. 
The mission leaders must have known that be bad heen tidulging in - 
personal acd material amenities, and it hed been wrong net to take 
corrective measures. 

But the foreipy ministry's mal management was also at fault 
for allowing iin ter sertake abeuis for six or-scven years. Boing 
away 0 loag, he had not undergone a full-scale thought reform since 
the DApt snd Anti rectification campaigns of the mid-Bitics, and 
xt lie Jacked the ideslogteal strength ta counteract the insidious in 
fluener of the bourgeois world. Diplomats bad « special problem in 
that they mmociated. primarily with the upper classes in the host coud 
try and so did not get a true pictare of the decadence of boungeais 
somtety, . 

In discussing this mison's own preventive measures it war re 
marked that jt would be impessible to witel everyone 24 hours a 
day, but they should try to keep as close track of each other as 
posible, The most important preventive mesures were to strengthen 
thought reform and completely cradicate individualism, and ss & 
check to require detailed reports of all social and business contacts 
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with foreigners. Throughout this discussion Rttle distinction was 
made between “bourgeois and “revisionist” Chu was corrupted by 
the Laurgeols environment in West Europe so that he defected to the 
Russion revisionists, Speakere wed the two terms almost inter 
changeably ia referring tu alien influences by which they might be 
entrapped. 
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‘The defectors have invaxisbly claimed to be ideologically motival 
piiticularly when they first walked in. They doubtless feel this 
explanation to be the most eye-catching for convincing Wester | 
officials that they aro wasthy of political xsylam, but the inital en- 

_ phasis on ideclopical disaffection Is by mo means & must, stil the 
pioment of defection thoy have been immened—if unwillingly—in an 
Ideological world. In rejecting this cnviroumeat so thoroughly im- 
bued pesca pressures, the totality of the sehen aire 
sines, corr , the same pocssures. Decper probing during ¢ 

.nourse: of debricing has revedied that almost all have indeed been, 
disratisfied with some aspects of the Chinese Communist political 
system, but in mast eases what has bothered them bus been practical 
consequences of the regime's program—its failure to take due. care 
of its subjects or aha restrictions it imposes om personal freedom— 
rather than the ideology proper. In addition, there bas umally been 
some pressing personal problem to trigger the defection —failure on 
the job, dread of an assignment to mannal labor, imminent recall, etc. 

More than half the defectors were less than 30 years old, and with 
two ur tee exceptions all were under 40, None had achieved such 
high positions that they defected at prent sacrifice of status, It would 
be of importance to be young enough to have reasonable hope for « 
successful new stat in fe, One-quarter of the score, curiously, came 
originally from Manchucls, and three bad got an unlevorable int- 
pression of the Russian occupation there, ‘The rest lived all over 
hing, 


Only one defoctor, Chao Fu, came from a real peasant ferily. 
Several others were vary poor, but they were front urban areas and 
$o had more expodute to modem life Guin the average poor pessint, 
One cbviows consideration in examining backgrounds as a clue to 
vulnerabilities is that anyone whose personal history would make 
him took like a non-confocmist or troublemaker would not be sent 
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abroad. The nearest cise to an exception here was French linguist 
Tung, 

‘The defector? average educational. level wes fairly high. None 
was ilterate; even juggler Yang bad been taught to rend and write 
by members of his family. Mott bad some kind of status in the 
Forty. ‘The high percentage of Party members, like the educational 
level, Pian ane eoteria for selecting Chinese te be sent 
imélevant to the defections Ouly one spol Enplah, ands 

Family tes are probably the strongest deterrent io defection, ax 
the Chinese Conumuniaty themadives The mimiber of offi- 





_ cial Chinese abroad accompanied by their entire farilies, alvays 


reason for this Is probebly the one given officially 
rénor from. defection is also a consideration, Of these defectars, tie 
intelligence olfloors working under deep cover and a few others were 
able to bring their wives and children oot with them. Others, though 
not close ta their families, felt the traditional obligation towerd thent 
and tried te protect them by thelr manner of defection, as by staging 
am or kidnapping, Others were completely alienated from their 
aunties. 

Mort of the defectors bad had some contact with nonvGhinese da. 
fluences before their final exsigrinent wbroed, and most had consider- 
able opportunity to observe life outside Ching, Western publications 
and sadio broadcasts were of secondary significance in one or two 
eascs. All those who walked Into U.S. installations felt that the 
United States was the stronpest and most determined antagonist of 
Communist Chinaand could provide them the greatest seourity. ‘The 
economic opportunities in America were not ignored, but at least ~ 
superiicially they wert less important than the security of « sanctuary, 

4. characteristic of amost Chinese soame to be a purtiodler need 
for sanctuary, for the protection of a strong authority ta which ta 
tam they give obedience, deference, and Inyalty, ‘This need is Sled 
in their society by the traditional family system, and it may bel 
explain both their allegignce to the wuthoritadan Comumontst Party 
and their disaifection when it fails in its reciprocal obligation, They 
tend ta be docile before superiors, dictatorial with tnlleriors, and un- 


small, hay decreased even Ruther in rectnt years, ‘Though the mais 
pee Cs Sad 


_ stmfertable when treated as equals, ‘When the deftctor breaks away 
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fram the system that has boon his life, his most pressing need is for 
another sanctuary, » new authority that will give hin protection as 
well as exact obedience from him, He needs and wants a dea 
wuderstanding of what his obligations te this new protector are. 
This iz our best lever for getting him to undertake intelligence mis 
sions like working forus In place. 

Knowledge of poevious sucessful defections cient isignge 
ment in several of these caren, though K ¥ 
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decisive Feetar, Nowe had any “fabstaritial in ae oveseeee nae he 


previous defectors kad been rectived, ‘We have no information as 
to whether knowledge af unsuccesstyl attempts or difleuitics prviows 
defectors hava faced bas ewer deterred « Chinese from defecting, 25 
the Communists seek tamake it do, . ; 

Only one defection was the direct result of a ‘relationship with & 
womsn in the host country. But it seems clear that the enforced 
oclibacy of most of the Citoere abroad ts perturbing to them ox 0 
vulnerability of which they are aware, 

” Three of the defestors at one time or other threatened suicide, 
aod theese others seemed emotionally disturbed or in the midst of 
sonte sort of psychological crisis, Although the very fact of defecting 
suggests a failure to adjust, however, the majority were moved by 
quite rational considerations. Most weighed the alternatives care- 
filly before defecting, 

Only four of the defectors had some realistic ides about how they 
walght be received and made their frst approach to U.S, wothorities 
in such manner, Gow, and place that they could immediately be 
accommodated, ‘Three ethers soem to have bad ao great problem 
gace they got in touch with other Westeru authorities, But all the 
rest had difficulty fading = way to defect, and some failed altogether. 
Mere knowledge of a place where they could defect was a critical 
factor ix many cases, Lenape was often a harrier, The tactical 
diiiculties are aggravated by security measures consciously taken 
by the Coonnunists, 

There is @ stinding rule in all Chinese Coramunist lostallations 
that no one may yo outside alone except on official business, This 
rule is strictly enforced. The effeacy of the rule is Hlustrated by 
the ditteulty many of the defectors found in breaking away and even 
in getting the address of 2 Western installation, Another security 
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measure is to lock up passports in safes. At feast four of these de- 
feetors had had their passports locked up. 

Wherever possible, traveling Chinese anc routed through cities 
“where official Chinese installations are located, and these iustallations 
are notified to meet the travelers at the aleport. “This is done “to 
i avoid kidnapping.” 

: Wheu there is any reason for suspicion, a preventive 

; fo Ching, 

; a Feo fnferences 

i These security practices have several finplications for us. When 

_ a defector walks ih, the chatices are strong that he will have made a 
coosideruble effort end taken cousiderble risks in breaking awey; 
be piay not always be whle to do so again, “There ts a steong chance - 
that walk-ins will have Inadequate or no identification. Tf a defector 

agrees to go back and remain in place, it ix highly possible that at a 

loter ime he may be confined to the installation or even taken out 
af the country under punch. 

No attempted deleotion has been demonstrated to be a provocation, 
‘To set up a Chinese official in such @ way hat he would Inok attrac 
tive ta & Western intelligence service and then willingly place him 
in its hands would require both « realistic estimate of the reception 
he would receive and complete trust it the individual, The Chinese 
Communists have yet to show they can meet these eequirerents, 

Although the Chinese etiteria for selecting personnel for foreign 
duty are heavily “political,” in the-Communist sense of the svord, 
the prowess of soreening, being an inexact science, will occasionally 
petmit a wrong-thinking, individualistic, ar potentially unreliable 
person to go abroad, “The process ie also compromised by practical 
necessities; a person's technical qualiflestions may counterbalance « 
less than perfect security assessment, 

Political theory per se appears to. play Httle part in defection. 
More important ts whether the system based on the theaty is cout 
patible with the Chincen social tradition, conforms ti the badividual’s 
sense of what is right, or seems effective in practice. The regime's 
preventive invasures against defection, ranging fiom idoolygtcal to 
physical, scam: sometimes themselves to help create doubts about the 
systenss,. 
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As would be expected, self-interest, both individual and family, 
ean make or break a defection, Lack of strong family ties, assesment 
of future possibilities for a reasonably good life, and personal and 
polite problems—present of potential—all appear as hesic ayo- 
Uvations, : 





